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Ashley feels she is building 

a better, brighter future for 

her children. She has also 

set a strong example for 

her children as they pursue 

their studies.   

After earning her GED, 

Ashley earned a Career 

Readiness Certificate 

(CRC) and enrolled at 

UAC, Ashdown, to begin 

her college career in 

January 2019. Her 

educational goal is to teach 

grades K-6. After seeing 

Ashley progress so 

industriously and patiently 

in her GED studies, her 

adult education instructors 

know she will be an 

excellent college student 

and teacher.   

By Glenda Franklin, Ashdown Instructor 

What does it take to earn 

a GED, especially when 

the odds are stacked 

against you? Ask Ashley 

Garrett – she knows. 

The mother of five 

young children, ages 5-

15, and wife of Paul, 

Ashley has what it takes:  

patience, a desire to 

achieve, and a willingness 

to work hard. 

Ashley came to UAC 

Adult Ed, Ashdown, in 

August of 2017. She had 

completed the tenth 

grade in 2003, 15 years 

earlier. She came ready to 

work very hard to learn 

new technology and 

math she had never 

before studied. Ashley 

earned her GED        

October 2, 2018.   

Ashley says the easiest 

thing about getting her 

GED is the support she 

got from friends and 

family, along with all the 

wonderful instructors. 

The hardest part for her 

was juggling school, 

having fulltime mom and 

wife duties, and learning 

math. 

The best thing about 

getting her GED, she 

says, is that she 

completed a goal she had 

set for herself. She 

showed that anyone 

could get a GED, no 

matter what age, as long 

as he/she is willing to 

put his/her mind to it. 

Ashley Garrett -- Success story 
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UA Cossatot Adult Education is excited to add Diesel Technology to the 

Accelerated Opportunities Program. A Diesel Technology certificate can be 

earned at the same time as a GED® credential. Students can apply by completing 

the TABE, a college application, applying for eligible funding, and taking the 

ACCUPLACER. Students who meet the minimum required scores on the 

ACCUPLACER are eligible to apply for FAFSA. See Jennifer Black, 870-584-

1135 or Linda Young, 870-584-1328 for more information.  

Ashley Garrett 
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Adult Education Outstanding Administrators  

During the 2018 AACAE Conference in Hot Springs, Jennifer Black and Barbara 

Hamilton, SAU Tech Adult Ed. Director, were awarded Outstanding 

Administrators of the Year. Jennifer has a Bachelor’s Degree in Public 

Administration from Henderson State University. She began as an administrative 

assistant in adult education in 2000. She earned her Master’s Degree in Adult 

Education in 2007 and became director thereafter. Jennifer served as AACAE 

secretary in 2012 and has been working in adult education for almost 19 years. 
There have been many changes in adult education throughout her years. She 

always supports her staff and other directors in the state. Jennifer handles her 

students with the greatest respect. She is always positive and capable. Thank you, 

Jennifer, for your years of encouragement and support! 

Entrepreneur Program offered to UA Cossatot Adult 
Education Students    

Barbara Hamilton and 

Jennifer Black 

received by 4:00 p.m. Friday, 

November 30, 2018, will be 

given priority provided the 

minimum requirements are 

met. UA Cossatot Adult 

Education has three students 

approved for the program. 

For more information call  

Jennifer Black at 870-584-

1135.  

Borrowed from the Department of  Career Ed. 

UA Cossatot Adult 

Education students have a 

new opportunity to earn a 

Certificate of Proficiency in 

Entrepreneurship. The 

Arkansas Department of 

Career Education/Adult 

Education Division (DCE/

AED) has been awarded a 

Rural Business 

Development Grant 

(RBDG) from Rural 

Development, an Agency 

of the USDA, to provide 

scholarships for a 

Certificate of Proficiency in 

Entrepreneurship. 

The entrepreneurship 

training will be 

administered by the 

Department of Career 

Education/Adult 

Education Division in 

partnership with two-year 

colleges as well as the 

Arkansas Small Business 

and Technology 

Development Center 

(ASBTDC) at the 

University of Arkansas at 

Little Rock, and with 

participating adult 

education providers. 

Applications will be 

accepted on a rolling basis; 

however, applications 



On November 15, 2018,  mock interviews were conducted 

for UAC Adult Education citizenship students. Students 

participated in a mock interview based on their N-400 

applications and took a mock reading, writing, and civics 

exam. Afterwards, constructive feedback was given to all 

participants. “Mock interviews help reduce stress and 

anxiety about the USCIS interview process.", says ESL 

Instructor Lisa Lutz, “They can be real confidence 

boosters.” Three staff members and one volunteer took on 

the role of immigration officer to provide this wonderful 

opportunity for our citizenship students. 
Dr. Thomas Lutz takes on the role of an USCIS 

Immigration Officer and conducts a mock interview 

with citizenship student Norma Sanchez. 
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UA Cossatot Adult education has implemented a new workplace skills program called Peak 

Performance U. It is an online course that educates students with skills needed to succeed in 

the workforce. It contains activity worksheets and real-life scenarios. The course covers 81 

topics recognized by business and industry as necessary for a student’s workplace success. 

Adult Education students cover seven well-rounded topics featuring work ethics, business 

etiquette, respecting human dignity, computer & digital literacy, 

dispelling entitlement, achieving through collaboration  and 

strengthening connectivity. At the end of the course, a certificate is 

awarded to the student.  
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UA Cossatot is in compliance with EEO/AA/ADA in student and employment programs and activities. Call 800-584-4471 or AR Relay at 800-285-1121 @ 711. 

 Paid for with funds from the Department of Career Education, Adult Education Division.  
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Ms. Lisa’s Classes Celebrating the End of the Semester 

Mrs. Dawn’s Students Celebrating Their Hard Work 


